
NPS Farm l 0 . W  
(382) 

United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service For NPS use only 

National Register of Historic Places received 

Inventory-Nomination Form date entered 

See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 
historic Cypress Grove.Christian Church 

~ 

and or common Snowville Christian Church (Preferred) (DHL File No. 77-6) 

2. Location 

street 8 number St. Route 693 N A - not for publication 

city, town Snowville 
-PIP, vicinity of 

Virginia 
state code 

5 1 Pulaski 
county code 7 7 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district public _X_ occupied - agriculture - museum 
- building(s) - prlvate unoccupied - commercial - park 
-structure -both - work in progress - educational - private residence 
-site Public Acquisition Accessible - entertainment X religious 
- object - in process L C  yes: restricted - government - scientific 

- N x  
being considered -. yes: unrestricted -industrial -transportation 

- no military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Snowville Christian Church 

street & number St. Route 693 

city, town Snowville &i vic~nity of state Virginia 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Pulaski County Courthouse 

street (L number Second Street 

clty, town Pulaski state Virginia 24301 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys ,see ,ontinuation Sheet #2) 
(1) Pulaski County Reconnaissance 

title - Level Survev has this property been determined - eligible? -yes X no 

date 1985 -federal X state - county - local 

depositoryforsurvey records Virginia Division of Historic Landmarks, 221 Governor Street 
-. -. - - - -. -- 

city, town Richmond state Virginia 23219 . -  



7. Description 

Condition Check one 
X 

C eck one 
-excellent t . . - deteriorated unaltered _. or~g~nal site 
- good - ruins X - altered N A .-moved date 
-fair - unexposed 

Describe the present and original (it known) physical appearance 

Summary Descript ion 

The Cypress Grove Chr i s t i an  Church is s i t u a t e d  on t h e  main road. 'St. Route 
693, nea r  t h e  southwest end of t h e  town of Snowville on a b l u f f  above t h e  
L i t t l e  River, i n  t h e  h i l l y  southeas tern  c o m e r  of Pu la sk i  County. 

The church t akes  a form t y p i c a l  among churches i n  nineteenth-century 
Pu lask i  County. It i s  a frame church, w i th  a gabled roof. Three windows 
o r  bays punctuate  t h e  long s i d e  wal l s ,  while  a symmetrical p a i r  of doors  
g ives  e n t r y  t o  t h e  church i n  t h e  pedimented p r i n c i p a l  facade. The 
i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  a r e  ornamented wi th  pattern-book Greek R w i v a l  
columns and p i l a s t e r s :  and t h e  p r i n c i p a l  facade is topped by a n o c t a g o n a l  
b e l l  tower. The nominated property c o n s i s t s  of one con t r ibu t ing  bui ld ing .  
t h e  church. 

Arch i t ec tu ra l  Analysis 

Cypress Grove Chr i s t i an  Church is a frame church measuring f o r t y  by 
s i x t y  f e e t .  The p r i n c i p a l  o r  northwest facade is pierced by two two-panel 
doors, each w i t h  a Greek Revival surround incorpora t ing  f lanking  
p i l a s t e r s .  Windows above each door provide l i g h t  t o  t h e  v e s t i b u l e  
ins ide .  Large p i l a s t e r s  a r e  applied t o  t h e  co rne r s  of t h e  f r o n t  wa l l  and 
support a pediment and entabla ture .  The pediment i s  f i l l e d  wi th  f l u s h  
boards. The s i d e  w a l l s  each conta in  t h r e e  windows i n  t a l l  v e r t i c a l  
openings which l i g h t  t h e  main f l o o r  and t h e  g a l l e r y  above. S ix  over  six 
double-hung sash  windows a t  t h e  lower l e v e l  a r e  separa ted  by a panel  from 
t h e  f ixed  six l i g h t  s a sh  a t  t h e  upper l e v e l .  Some of t h e  e a r l y  b l i n d s  
remain i n t a c t ,  having been na i l ed  i n  p l ace  i n  recent  decades. A one-story 
frame add i t ion  made i n  t h e  1970s t o  t h e  r e a r  con ta ins  a meeting room. 
bapt ismal  pool,  k i tchen ,  o f f i c e ,  and bathrooms. The southeas t  gable  of 
t h e  church, where it appears above t h e  a d d i t i o n , i s  weatherboarded l i k e  t h e  
r e s t  of t h e  church, and t h e  edge of t h e  roof i s  trimmed wi th  e a r l y  tapered  
rake boards. The church is supported on a coursed rubble foundation. 
There i s  no basement. Both t h e  church and t h e  add i t ion  have modern 
s tanding  seam metal roofs .  On t h e  apex of t h e  roof near  t h e  northwest 
f r o n t  s t ands  an octagonal  louvered b e l l  tower wi th  a bell-shaped roof .  
The co rne r s  a r e  formed l i k e  p i l a s t e r s  w i th  necking and a c a p i t a l ,  and a 
sawn bracket  &upport6 t h e  co rn ice  a t  each c o m e r .  

(SEE CONTINUATION SmET Al) 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning - landscape architecture& religion 

_ .  1400-1499 . archeology-historic _ conservation law . science 
_- 1500-1599 . agriculture -economics . literature sculpture 
- 1600-1699 architecture e d u c a t i o n  _ military - social1 
_ -  1 700-1 799 art engineering music humanitarian 
-g 1800-1899 commerce . - _  exploration~settlement . .  philosophy t h e a t e r  
-. 1900- communications . industry - politics~government -transportation 

_. invention -other (specify) 
_ .- - - . _ , . . . . . - - . - -  - ~ 

Specific dates 1864 6uilder;Architsct Unknown ____ . - _ - -  . .  ~ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Statement of S igni f icance  

The Cypress Grove C h r i s t i a n  Church r ep resen t s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  church i n  
t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  town of Snowville. The church is s i g n i f i c a n t  w i th in  t h e  
context  of New River area a r c h i t e c t u r e  a s  understood in t h e  1985 Pulaski County 
reconnaissance survey. The s t r u c t u r e ,  which d a t e s  from t h e  end of t h e  
C i v i l  War, is s i m i l a r  i n  many re spec t s  t o  r u r a l  nave-plan churches popular 
i n  t h e  New River  Valley during t h e  n ine teen th  century,  bu t  d i f f e r s  i n  i ts 
g r e a t e r  s c a l e ,  e labora t ion ,  and d e t a i l i n g .  The church is an important 
document of t h e  importance of Snowville a s  a manufacturing and populat ion 
c e n t e r  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century. The church w a s  founded as one of six 
churches in t h e  region by t h e  char i smat ic  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r  and doctor  
Chester  Bul la rd ,  who l i v e d  i n  Snowville. Bul la rd  developed and propounded 
a personal  concept of C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  bu t  by c i r c a  1840 had uni ted  h i s  
churches w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Church/Disciple of C h r i s t  movement headed by 
Alexander Campbell. 

H i s t o r i c a l  Background 

The church a t  Snowville was founded by Chester  Bul la rd .  Bul la rd  was 
born a t  Framingham. Massachusetts i n  1809 and d ied  i n  1893 a t  h i s  home i n  
Snowville. He came t o  Montgomery County at  t h e  age of seventeen i n  
connection wi th  t h e  immigration of h i s  s i s t e r  and h e r  husband As ie l  Snow. 
I n  1830 Snow and h i s  r e l a t i v e s  from Massachusetts founded a manufacturing 
c e n t e r  near  an e x i s t i n g  m i l l  p r i v i l e g e  on t h e  Pu lask i  County s i d e  of t h e  
L i t t l e  River. Bul la rd  f e l t  drawn by t h e  r e v i v a l s  then  occurr ing and t h e  
growth of t h e  emotional ly f e r v i d  Methodist and B a p t i s t  denominations. He 
developed an independent i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of s c r i p t u r e ,  drawing on Methodist 
and B a p t i s t  b e l i e f s  i n  a d u l t  baptism by h e r s i o n  and i n  t h e  opera t ion  of 
f a i t h  i n  e f f e c t i n g  sa lva t ion .  He founded a number of churches i n  t h e  a r e a  
be fo re  1840. His  fo l lowers  were k n m  aa Bu l l a rd i t e s .  H e  had a t  t h e  same 
time s tudied  medicine wi th  Henley Chapman, developer of and phys ic ian  a t  
t h e  New River  White Sulphur Springs,and p rac t i ced  hea l ing  as we l l  a s  
preaching. I n  1839 Bul la rd  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  doct r ine4  expounded.by 
Alexander Campbell, founder. wi th  h i s  f a t h e r ,  of t h e  Di sc ip l e s  of Chr i s t  
o r  Chr i s t i an  Church i n  t h e  f i r s t  decades of t h e  n ine teen th  century. Af ter  
a meeting wi th  Alexander Campbell in 1840. Bul la rd  uni ted  h i s  churches 
wi th  those  of Campbell and Barton W. Stone. who had i n  1832 un i t ed  a 
por t ion  of h i s  Chr i s t i an  Church wi th  Campbell's fol lowers.  



9. Major Bibliographical References 

(SEE CONTINUATION SHEET # 4 )  

10. Geonra~hical Data - - 
Acreage of nominated prooerty l e s s  than one a c r e  

Quadrangle name -EadfarhSauth, Virgin ia  Quadrangle scale ~ 1 : 24000 -~ 

UTM References 

A /1171 15 13 19 11 12 101 14 10 19 (8 1 51 3 C( 
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

Verbal boundary descr ipt ion and just i f icat ion V 3 D :  Beginning a t  a p o i n t  on the  E sicie of VA 693 
loca ted  a lprox.  2100' NE of the  i n t e r s e c t i o n  with VA 665; thence approx. 1 5 0 '  SP; 
thence approx. 100 '  NE; thence approx. 150'  NW; thence approx. 100 '  SW t o  t h e  ;oint of o r i g i n  
JUSTIFICATION:  The bounds have been drawn t o  encompass t h e  church and l o t  upon which i t  s tan ,  - ~ 

L is t  a l l  s tates and count ies for propert ies overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N A code county NA - - code -. . 

N A 
state M A  code countv code 

1 1. Form Prenared BY 

nameititle Gibson Worsham - H i s t o r i c a l  Archi tec t  

oraanizatio" Gibson Worsham, Archi tec t  date Ju ly  1986 

street & number Yellow Sulphur Springs,  Route 2 ( 7 0 3 )  552. 4730 
-- - - - -. . -. - telephone - . - 

Chris t iansburg  state 
Virgin ia  24073 

city or town 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national 4. state - local - -- 

As the designated State 
665). 1 hereby nomlnate 
according to the criteria 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

H. Bryan l l i t c h e l l ,  Direc tor  
title Division of H i s t o r i c  Landmarks date February? 2 6 ,  1987 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration 
GPO I...1IS 
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The i n t e r i o r  of t h e  main body of t h e  church is entered through a 
fu l l -he ight  v e s t i b u l e  a t  t h e  northwest end. The v e s t i b u l e  has a  winding 
s t a i r  a t  each end by which access  t o  t h e  g a l l e r y  i s  gained. The s t a i r  
rail .  is c rea t ed  by v e r t i c a l  boards r i s i n g  from t h e  f l o o r  below. A c l o s e t  
i s  loca ted  under each s t a i r .  The main en t ry  doors a r e  hung on unusual 
wrought i r o n  b u t t  hinges wi th  h e a r t  shaped elements. Molded r a i sed  
two-panel doors corresponding t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  e n t r y  doors l ead  i n t o  t h e  
sanctuary,  where they f lank  t h e  p u l p i t  da i s ,  s o  t h a t  i n  e f f e c t  t h e  church 
is reversed i n  p lan  from every o t h e r  church i n  t h e  Pu lask i  County area.  Un t i l  
t h e  add i t ions  t o  t h e  southeas t  were made i n  t h e  1970s. t h e r e  was no door 
a t  t h e  back of t h e  church. Three Tuscan columns support  t h e  g a l l e r y  along 
each s i d e  of t h e  church and a s i n g l e  column i n  t h e  r e a r  c e n t e r  supports  it 
where it c rosses  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  church. Each of t h e  seven columns is 
turned wi th  a  s l i g h t  e n t a s i s  and s tands  on a  p l a i n  molded p l i n t h .  The 
walnut columns have never  been painted. The f r o n t  wa l l  of t h e  g a l l e r y  is 
t r e a t e d  a s  a  continuous cornice.  wi th  d e t a i l s  f o r  a l l  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  
elements apparent ly  drawn from mid-nineteenth-century p a t t e r n  book 
sources. The g a l l e r y  f l o o r s  and undersides s lope.  The church i n t e r i o r  
was o r i g i n a l l y  e n t i r e l y  p l a s t e red ,  bu t  t h e  c e i l i n g s  throughout were given 
acous t i ca l  t i l e  t reatment  in s t ead  of p l a s t e r  r e p a i r  i n  recent  decades. 
A l l  doors and window t r i m  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  is square and p la in .  There i s  a  
13-inch high square baseboard. 

Furnishings a l s o  inc lude  t h e  la te -n ine teenth  century chande l i e r s  i n  
t h e  sanctuary and e a r l y  pews. The walnut p u l p i t  and d a i s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  
communion t a b l e  a l l  d a t e  from e a r l y  i n  t h e  bu i ld ing ' s  h i s to ry .  Each. 
including a  p a i r  of small  candlestands o r  podiums f lanking  t h e  c e n t r a l  
p u l p i t ,  a r e  panel led ,  w i th  diagonal ly face ted  panels.  The d a i s  i s  painted 
b u t  t h e  movable elements a r e  unpainted. The d a i s  i s  cons t ruc ted  on two 
l eve l s .  The l a r g e  lower l e v e l  holds t h e  communion t a b l e  and two cha i r s .  
while  t h e  upper l e v e l  supports  t h e  c e n t r a l  p u l p i t  and t h e  two f lanking  
podiums. Recently added c h a i r s  t o  t h e  r e a r  of t h e  p u l p i t  rep lace  a  
mid-nineteenth-century s o f a  now i n  t h e  ves t ibu le .  

The c e i l i n g  of t h e  church is supported on p a i r s  of hewn j o i s t s  
mortised i n t o  a  c e n t r a l  beam spanning t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  church. The roof 
i s c a r r i e d o n c i r c u l a r  sawn common r a f t e r s  supported on a  p u r l i n  i n  t h e  
mid-point of each s lope.  The p u r l i n s  and a r idge  beam r e s t  on f i v e  l a r g e  
k ingpos t  t r u s s e s ,  each c o n s i s t i n g  of a  hewn kingpost  mortised i n t o  and 
bo l t ed  t o  t h e  l a t e r a l  c e n t r a l  beam mentioned above, a  p a i r  of diagonal  
s t r u t s  from t h e  kingpost  brac ing  two hewn p r i n c i p a l  r a f t e r s ,  and two 
members mortised i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  beam t o  form t h e  bottom chord of t h e  
t rus s .  A p a i r  of wrought i r o n  t i e  rods c a r r y  t e n s i l e  fo rces  between t h e  
mid-point of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  r a f t e r s  and t h e  bottom chord. The common 
r a f t e r s  a r e  a t  a  s l i g h t l y  s t e e p e r  s lope  than t h a t  of t h e  t r u s s .  
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Over t h e  v e s t i b u l e ,  t h e  roof s t r u c t u r e  is considerably d i f f e r e n t .  The 
trimmed sap l ing  r a f t e r s  i n  t h i s  a rea  a r e  not  supported by any p u r l i n ,  t h e  
p u r l i n s  s topping s h o r t  of t h i s  bay. Ins t ead , the  p a i r  of r a f t e r s  making up 
each roof s lope  is supported by a  small  s t r u t  r e s t i n g  on t h e  j o i s t  below. 
The tower on t h e  roof above is supported on an octagonal ly arranged group 
of p o s t s  r e s t i n g  on beams spanning t h e  v e s t i b u l e  bay i n  bo th  d i r e c t i o n s .  

The anomalies i n  t h e  roof s t r u c t u r e  suggest t h a t  t h e  roof was e n t i r e l y  
r e b u i l t  during t h e  l a t e  n ine teen th  century. Since t h e  s t r u c t u r e  around 
t h e  b e l l  tower is c l e a r l y  of e a r l i e r  d a t e  than  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  roof ,  it 
would seem t h a t  r ebu i ld ing  t h e  roof around t h e  pre-exis ten t  b e l l  tower was 
impract ical .  Addi t ional  evidence of a l t e r a t i o n s  is given by a  a e r i e s  of 
smaller  beams corresponding t o  t h e  present  bottom chord t r u s s  beams. 
These beams a r e  j u s t  t o  t h e  southeas t  of each of t h e  l a r g e r  beams and a r e  
bo l t ed  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  beam by angle  i rons .  Mortices in t h e  c e n t r a l  beam 
a t  t h e  same p o i n t s  suggest  former kingposts .  Unlike t h e  sma l l e r  beams. 
t h e  l a r g e r  beams have been inse r t ed  i n t o  t h e  evenly spaced rhythm of t h e  
c e i l i n g  j o i s t s .  

6. REPRESLNTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS -- -- - 

( 2 )  Division of Historic Landmarks Survey File No. 77-6 
State 1986 
221 Governor Street, Richmond, VA 23219 
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The church was organized a s  New Salem Church in 1836-37. The present  
s t r u c t u r e  was b u i l t  i n  1864 on t h e  s i t e  of a previous sanctuary on land 
belonging t o  D r .  Bul la rd  a t  t h e  southwest end of t h e  town of Snowville. 1 

The church was known a s  Cypress Grove Chr i s t i an  Church during t h e  
n ine teen th  and e a r l y  twen t i e th  century,  bu t  today is c a l l e d  t h e  Snowville 
Chr i s t i an  Church. 

There a r e  few r u r a l  churches from t h i s  per iod  ou t s ide  t h e  l a r g e  towns 
in Pu lask i  o r  neighboring Montgomery a o u n t i e s  of l a r g e r  s c a l e  o r  f i n e r  
d e t a i l .  The b r i c k  Methodist Church i n  Newbern b u i l t  i n  1860 i s  almost 
i d e n t i c a l  i n  s e v e r a l  respec ts ,  including t h e  double en t ry  and t h e  
octagonal b e l l  tower. I n  most o t h e r  r e spec t s  t h e  S n o w i l l e  Church i s  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  sma l l e r  nave-plan churches of both  coun t i e s  from t h e  1840s 
t o  t h e  20th century  recorded i n  recent  surveys. Many of t h e  churches a r e  
t h r e e  bays i n  l eng th  and f e a t u r e  a s i n g l e  door i n  a p l a i n  weatherboarded 
gable  end. While some f e a t u r e  a pediment o r  p a t t e r n  book d e t a i l s ,  none 
a r e  s o  l a r g e  o r  a s  w e l l  preserved. 

1 
NO chu rch  r e c o r d s  s u r v i v e  from the  period of t h e  c h u r c h ' s  b u i l d i n g ,  h e n c e  no  

r e f e r e n c e s  to a  bu i l de r  o r  d e s i g n e r .  Loca l  t r ad i t ion  a s c r i b e s  t he  c o n s t r u c t i o n  to 
A s i e l  Snow a n d  h i s  f ami ly ,  f ounde r s  2nd d e v e l o p e r s  of Snowv i l l e .  
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